Budget Basics 

How to Plan a Beautiful Wedding

Something old, new, borrowed, blue…

…and a sixpence in your shoe.”  Every bride has heard it, but what does it mean? According to USAbride.com, this old adage has to do with hope, prosperity, fidelity, and a little luck.

Wearing something old is a link to the bride’s single life and her family.  It signifies a sense of continuity and tradition.  Many brides wear a piece of family jewelry. 

Wearing something new represents hope for the future.  These days, the bride’s entire ensemble is often purchased new-so brides have this one covered easily.

Brides are supposed to borrow something from a friend who is happily married as a sort of good luck charm that will bring them happiness in their own marriage.  Brides often borrow a piece of jewelry or even a special handkerchief from a beloved family member or friend.

Blue is the traditional color of fidelity, purity, and love.  Something blue will most likely be the ribbon on the bride’s garter. 

To bring wealth-in the financial sense and a wealth of happiness-a silver coin is placed in the bride’s shoe.

Trends and traditions…


As cultural attitudes shift in America, so do wedding traditions.  At weddinglinks.com, Judith Rivers-Moore writes about the top trends that reflect new styles and different ethnic backgrounds.

· Shower gifts and gift registries now provide money for honeymoons and an home down payments: shower themes include spa parties

· Wedding planning as couple is really in

· Brides are choosing gowns in softly muted shades of pink, green, champagne, and of course, white.  Cuts are simpler and trains are shorter

· Receptions are featuring food stations and dessert bars, instead of the traditional large cake. Coffee, brand, and cigars are in vogue.

· Floral décor is expressed in all whites and creams, while vivid colors are being used in bouquets.  Foreign flowers, such as roses from Ecuador and exotic orchids and lilies, are growing in popularity.

· Shuttle buses are being hired to transport guests to wedding day events, and brides and grooms are being driven in vintage or “dream” cars.

· Black and white photography is enjoying a renaissance, and couples are choosing vintage finishes, such as sepia tones and hand tinting, for the prints.  It’s also popular to have guests at the reception sign a large formal portrait of the couple

· Couples are personalizing the wedding with their ethnic and religious customs. 

· Destination wedding combine wedding and honeymoon in one spot-for the couple and their guests.  Many popular tourist destinations have begun to specialize in coordinating wedding and offering packages.

· Theme weddings have doubled in popularity over the past five years. 

· Personal touches include telling how you met or printing a portion of your parent’s wedding ceremony in your program; a written gratitude to your guests for attending your nuptials; displaying baby and childhood photos of each of you, as well as your engagement photo; and sending your floral arrangements to a hospital or convalescent home after your reception. 

The Planning Basics

Budget Basics

According to Modern Bride magazine, here’s who traditionally pays for what:

· Bride: Gifts for bridesmaids, couple’s personal stationery and thank-you notes, wedding programs and guest book.

· Groom: The bride’s engagement ring, marriage license, officiant’s fee, formalwear, lodging for groomsmen, gifts fro the groom’s attendants, boutonnieres, as well as flowers for both mothers and grandmothers, and the bride’s bouquet.

· Bride and groom: Wedding bands and honeymoon.

· Bride’s family: Pictures, wedding invitations, wedding consultant, bridal ensemble, rental of synagogue or chapel, chuppah, decorating items, flowers, caterer, food, bar, gratuities, decorations, music transportation for bridal party to ceremony and reception.

· Groom’s family: The rehearsal dinner.

· Bridesmaids: Bridal shower, their dresses and shoes (flower girl and ring bearer attire is paid for by the child’s parents), travel expenses and bachelorette party.

· Ushers: Rental of their formalwear, bachelor party.

· Guests: Traveling and lodging expenses.

